EDUCATIONAL REGULATION OF THE
SECOND CYCLE DEGREE COURSE IN
HUMAN RIGHTS AND MULTI-LEVEL
GOVERNANCE

CHAPTER I
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND DEGREE COURSE STRUCTURE
Art. 1 — Introduction and objectives
1. The second cycle degree course in HUMAN RIGHTS AND MULTI-LEVEL
GOVERNANCE pertains to the LM-52 class of second cycle degree courses as referred
to in Ministerial Decree 270/2004.
2. The second cycle degree course in HUMAN RIGHTS AND MULTI-LEVEL
GOVERNANCE comes under the Department of POLITICAL SCIENCE, LAW AND
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES and is coordinated by the School of ECONOMICS AND
POLITICAL SCIENCE.
The organs of second cycle degree course consist of the Chair and the Aggregate
Degree Course Teachers’ Council which aggregate the second cycle degree course in
Human Rights and Multi-Level Governance with the first cycle degree course in Political
Sciences, International Relations, Human Rights, hereinafter referred to as the ADCTC.
3. The degree course structure of the second cycle degree course with the general
framework for educational activities was prepared in the format scheme defined by
pertinent Ministerial Decrees and in compliance with ANVUR (National Agency for the
Evaluation of University and Research) requirements, as set forth in Attachment 1,
which forms an integral part of this current Regulation.
4. The annual activation of the second cycle degree course is dependent upon the number
of students who had enrolled in the previous academic year or equal to the number
required by national legislation and University regulations. The second cycle degree
course, although included in the educational offer, will not be activated if the number
falls short of the annual minimum required, published in the University’s Manifesto degli
Studi (official overview of educational offer), and indicated in the course’s Admission
Notice by the deadline for pre-enrolment.
5. The current Regulation, consistent with the University Educational Regulation (UER)
(Regolamento Didattico di Ateneo – RDA) and with the Regulation of the University
Schools (Regolamento delle Scuole di Ateneo), regulates the educational organization
of the second cycle degree course regarding any aspects not defined by the
aforementioned Regulations.

Article 2 — Admission
1. Students who wish to register for the second cycle degree course in HUMAN RIGHTS
AND MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE must already have a degree or a three-year
university diploma or other educational qualification obtained in Italy or abroad,
recognized in accordance with current Italian legislation, and also possess specific
educational requirements, as well as the following knowledge, skills and abilities: basic
skills in the fields of political science, sociology and law.
The student’s knowledge, skills and abilities will be assessed in accordance with the
guidelines stipulated in paragraph 3.
2. The educational requirements are as follows:
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a. have a degree in class(es) L-36 and L-37 covered by current Ministerial Decree
(D.M.) no. 270/04 or a degree in class(es) 15 and 35 covered by former Ministerial
Decree (D.M.) no.509/99, or alternatively, earning 50 University Educational
Credits (CFUs) in the Disciplinary Scientific Sectors (SSDs) provided by the
degree course, including at least 15 CFUs in area 12 Legal Sciences, at least 15
CFUs in area 14 Political and Social Sciences, at least 15 CFUs in areas 11
Historical, Philosophical, Pedagogical and Psychological Sciences and/or 13
Economics and Statistical Sciences, at least 5 CFUs related to the knowledge of
foreign languages; achieved in other undergraduate classes at the University of
Padova or from other Universities.

3.

4.

5.

6.

For applicants holding an Italian degree with a different structure from those covered by
the Ministerial Decree 509/99 and Ministerial Decree 270/2004, or in possession of a
foreign qualification, verification of educational requirements will be carried out by the
Admissions Board.
For the purposes of admission, the possession of knowledge, skills and abilities referred
to in paragraph 1 will be verified according to the following criteria:
a minimum graduation mark for admission, equal to 100/110 or its equivalent.
In the event that the students obtained their degrees abroad, the review referred to in
this paragraph will be implemented according to criteria established by the ADCTC.
For candidates who are Non-EU residents, with foreign qualification, the assessment of
their personal preparation should ensure the establishment of a merit, except where
international agreements provide for a different method of the students’ admission.
During the annual activation of the second cycle degree course, the Department of
reference, by a proposal from ADCTC, establishes the form and content of the
assessment of the student’s knowledge, skills and abilities required for entrance, also
with reference to the non-resident, non-EU candidates with foreign qualifications: such
rules and contents are made public through the Admission Notice.
It is possible to register during the academic year, by the deadlines stipulated by the
University Senate and the Department of reference, for the candidates meeting the
requirements and possessing the appropriate knowledge, skills and abilities in
accordance with the terms and conditions outlined in the Admission Notice.

Article 3 — Educational Organization
1. The second cycle degree course in HUMAN RIGHTS AND MULTI-LEVEL
GOVERNANCE can be organized into a single degree course track or degree course
tracks. The activation of the annual degree course tracks proposed by the ADCTC to
the Department of reference, is made known in the University’s Manifesto degli Studi,
and is subject to the minimum number of students stipulated by the University Senate:
no less than 5 students.
2. The teaching of the lessons is organized according to a semestral structure.
3. This Regulation is complemented by the document (Attachment 2) prepared annually
during the activation of the second cycle degree course in relation to the cohort of
students of said academic year.
4. Attachment 2 sets out:
o proposed educational activities, the list of course units and their organization into
modules
o the Disciplinary Scientific Sector or the Disciplinary Scientific Sectors associated to
each educational activity
o the University Educational Credits (CFUs) assigned to each educational activity
o the hours of guided learning activities for each educational activity
o the possible preparatory activities within the timeframe specified in the Student
Regulation (Regolamento Studenti)
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o the year in which the planned course unit is provided
o the instruction period (semester or trimester)
o the language used for instruction of each course unit
o the type of evaluation planned for each course unit
5. All the information required by law, such as educational aims and educational activities,
the list of teachers involved in the second cycle degree course in HUMAN RIGHTS AND
MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE, are disclosed and updated according to the terms
provided by the University Educational Regulation (UER).
The course units programs and other educational activities validated by the Chair of the
ADCTC, as well as the class schedules, the exam sessions and other forms of final
evaluation will be made published prior to the beginning of the academic year.

Article 4 — Examinations and Tests
1. With regard to each educational activity, a conclusive test will be administered at the
end of the period in which the activity has been carried out. Concerning the educational
activities which consist of modules, the final assessment for graduation is, in any event,
uniform and collegial. Only a successful pass mark during the final examination will
enable the student to obtain the University Educational Credits (CFUs) allocated to the
educational activity in question. The educational activities explicitly listed in Attachment
2, the final assessment of which shall entail the allocation of a mark expressed in units
of thirty, jointly determine the final second cycle degree mark.
2. The maximum number of tests or final exams necessary to obtain the qualification may
not exceed 12. The following educational activities are taken into consideration when
calculating the number:
i. Core
ii. related or supplementary
iii. optional (cumulatively counted as a single exam)
3. The final exams may include: an oral or written exam or both, or a written or oral report
on the activities carried out, or tests with essay or multiple choice questions, or a
laboratory test or an exercise on your computer. The teacher responsible for course
unit, prior to the start of each academic year, will communicate the modalities of the
final exam, which may include more than one of the forms indicated above, the
evaluation criteria and the possibility of mid-course partial assessments. The manner in
which the assessments will be administered must be the same for all students, and
respect the provisions established at the beginning of the academic year.
4. The possible mid-course assessments must not undermine the educational program of
other teachers and cannot replace the assessments envisioned in paragraph 1 herein.
5. As for the knowledge of a foreign language (or more language skills), said knowledge
will be verified by an examination, the final judgment of which shall be defined by the
teacher in charge.
The results of the traineeship will be verified by the teacher in charge upon the
submission of an activity report.
The results of the study periods abroad will be tested, and the relevant University
Educational Credits (CFUs) will be recognized by the ADCTC as a replacement for
those allocated to previously identify educational activities envisioned by the study plan.

Article 5 — Final Exam
1. The final exam consists of an original thesis prepared by the student, under the
guidance of a course supervisor. The final exam must demonstrate the student’s ability
to process information and conceptualize plans in an intelligent manner.
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The discussion of the thesis will occur before a Commission appointed by the Director
of the Department of reference.
2. The thesis should be written and discussed in English.
3. With regard to information, knowledge and sensitive materials, which are not accessible
to the general public, they will be made available for the development of the thesis or
other final exams. The graduate will be required to sign a "Confidentiality Agreement",
in accordance with the model approved by the Academic Senate.

Article 6 — Obtaining the Second Cycle Degree
1. The second cycle degree will be awarded upon the completion of at least 120 University
Educational Credits (CFUs), in compliance with the maximum number of examinations
or final evaluations as referred to in Article 4, paragraph 2. The student must also have
successfully passed the final exam stated in the preceding article.
2. The final mark of the second cycle degree is expressed as a percentage and is the
sum:
a. of the weighted average WA of the marks mi, testing as referred to in Article 4,
paragraph 1 and Article 10, paragraph 2, weighed with the related credits ci, and
compared to 110, according to the following formula
WA = ( Σimici / Σici) 110/30
b. of the increase/decrease of the mark, expressed in 110, achieved on the final
exam
c. from an eventual increase of marks linked to the awarding of the degree.
If the candidate has obtained the highest mark, he or she can be considered as an
honor graduate.
3. The criteria for determining the increases/decreases in marking outlined in
subparagraphs b) and c) of paragraph 2 are approved by the Department of reference
by a proposal from the ADCTC.
4. You can also obtain the second cycle degree in an accelerated manner, finishing prior
to the official end of the degree course, which is two years.

CHAPTER II
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES

Article 7 — Attendance Requirements
1. Attendance at teaching activities is not mandatory.
2. The teacher is entitled to refuse admittance during a lab lesson, or other similar
activities, to those students who have failed to pass the final exams outlined in
Attachment 2, as a preliminary to the laboratory activity itself or to the teaching program
wherein the lab work is included.
3. The second cycle degree course in HUMAN RIGHTS AND MULTI-LEVEL
GOVERNANCE involves the registration of part-time students who have the
prerequisites, which is annually published in the University’s Manifesto degli Studi.
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Article 8 — Transfers from other Degree Course or from other Universities
1. The transfer from other degree courses or other universities is permitted only upon
verification that all requirements have been met as stipulated in Article 2 of this
Regulation and in accordance with local regulations.
2. In the presence of acknowledgments and/or validations, the ADCTC offers the
academic year of registration.

Article 9 — Acknowledgement of Credits
1. In the event of a transfer referred to in article 8, acknowledgment of University
Educational Credits (CFUs) is done by the ADCTC in accordance with the following
criteria:
a. if the student comes from a second cycle degree course in the same class,
provided that the share of University Educational Credits (CFUs) related to the
same Disciplinary Scientific Sector, outlined in Attachment 1, recognized is equal
to at least 50%, said recognition will be carried out by identifying the educational
activities outlined in Attachment 2 of the target second cycle degree course, while
also providing any supplementary tests aimed at verifying the student’s
knowledge. Other educational activities might similarly be acknowledged, as long
as they fall within the purview of optional credits. The lack of credit
acknowledgment shall be properly justified by the ADCTC. In the event that the
course is taught via distance-learning, it will have to be accredited in accordance
with Ministerial Decree (D.M.) No. 47 dated 30 January 2013.
b. if the student comes from a degree course offered by the University of Padova
that belongs to a different class, provided that the acknowledged quota of
University Educational Credits (CFUs) relating to the same Disciplinary Scientific
Sector outlined in Attachment 1 is equal to at least 30%, said recognition will be
carried out by identifying the educational activities outlined in Attachment 2 of the
target second cycle degree course, while also providing any supplementary tests
aimed at verifying the student’s knowledge. Other educational activities might
similarly be acknowledged, as long as they fall within the purview of optional
credits. The lack of credit acknowledgment shall be properly justified by the
ADCTC.
c. If the student comes from a degree course from another University that belongs to
a different class or is taught via distance-learning but is not accredited in
accordance with Ministerial Decree No. 47 dated 30 January 2013, will be
evaluated, from time to time, by the ADCTC.
2. In the event of credit recognition, the awarding of any mark will take place according to
the following rules:
o in the event that one or more exams is recognized, the entire average of marks
achieved, to be weighted against the University Educational Credits (CFUs) if the
information exists, or calculated arithmetically and rounded up to a higher number
o in the event that a single exam is recognized as an exam in addition to another
educational activity, the mark is maintained for both examinations
o examinations taken at any of the Military Academy, the Vatican University and the
University of the Republic of San Marino are always recorded with an evaluation
of “approved”
o in all other cases, the ADCTC ruling justifies the marks to be attributed to the
student.
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Article 10 — Study Plans
1. All students are required to submit the study plan, within the time specified by the
Department of reference of the second cycle degree course within the periods provided
for the Academic Calendar.
2. The educational activities freely chosen by the student, provided they are consistent
with the educational project and are approved by the ADCTC, might be selected among
the basic, core and related activities provided by the University, or pursuant to special
conventions, in other Universities and other Academic Institutions. They are recorded
with the mark and the most beneficial University Educational Credits (CFUs). The mark
contributes to the determination of the second cycle degree mark referred to in article 6,
paragraph 2 of the current Regulation.
3. Students who intend to follow a different educational training, within the restrictions
outlined in the degree course structure, provided as part of the educational activities
effectively provided and the number of University Educational Credits (CFUs)
established, will present their study plan ) established, will present their study plan by
the Department of reference and in the manner prescribed by the University. The study
plan must be approved by the ADCTC, upon being examined by a commission
appointed by the ADCTC itself, which will take into account the needs of the educational
and professional training of the student and the specific educational aims of the second
cycle degree course.
4. The study plans referred to in the preceding paragraph 1, may, in any event, not
envision any overlapping in the contents of the various educational activities, including
the type referred to in Article 10, paragraph 5, subparagraph “a” of Ministerial Decree
No. 270/2004.
5. The study plan of those students who follow an international mobility program must be
accompanied by the "Learning Agreement" which identifies all the educational activities
in foreign countries and — in correspondence — the totality of study plan activities that
will not be supported.
These two documents represent the student’s international study plan.
The international study plan may be updated on the basis of the documentation
presented pertaining to the process of the acknowledgement of studies completed
abroad.
6. Students with disabilities will be guaranteed the necessary support for the eventual
establishment of an individualized study plan, within the parameters outlined in the
educational structure of the second cycle degree, and may provide for the replacement
of compulsory educational activities with other activities deemed equivalent by the
ADCTC.

Article 11 — Tutorship
1. The ADCTC can arrange tutoring activities in accordance with University Regulation for
the Tutorship (Regolamento di Ateneo per il Tutorato) and with the ruling by the relevant
educational framework.

Article 12 — Assessment of Teaching Activity
1. The ADCTC implements forms of evaluating the quality of teaching activities, provided
by law, with the procedures and deadlines established by the Presidium of the
University regarding the educational quality.
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Article 13 — Assessment of the Educational Load
1. Under Article 4, paragraph 3, subparagraph b of the UER, the Joint Committee of the
School of ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE is responsible for assessing the
consistency between the University Educational Credits (CFUs) assigned to
educational activities and specific educational aims, making use of the analyzes
produced by the ADCTC.

CHAPTER III
FINAL AND TRANSITIONAL RULES

Article 14 — Amendments to the Regulation
1. Amendments to this Regulation are proposed by the Chair of the ADCTC or by at least
one third of the Council’s membership and must be approved by the favorable vote of
an absolute majority of those in attendance. These amendments must be submitted to
the Council of the School of ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE, once the formal
opinion of the relevant Departments’ Council has been obtained.
2. Amendments to this Regulation, subject to verification of their compliance with
University Educational Regulation (UER) and with the legislation in force, are issued by
the Chancellor with the typical scheme of educational regulations regarding the degree
course.
3. With the entry into force of eventual amendments to the UER or the Department/School
Regulations or other new provisions, the process of verification and integration of this
Regulation will, in any case, be implemented.
4. Eventual problems arising from the interpretation or application thereof, obtained from
the series of Regulations, will be subject to a special examination by the ADCTC.

Art. 15 — Transitional rules
1. This regulation shall apply from the 2014/2015 cohort, except as provided by the
admission notices published prior to its coming into force .
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Attachments to this regulation:
- Annex 1 at:
http://didattica.unipd.it/didattica/allegati/regolamento/allegato1/1003489.pdf
- Annex 2 at:
http://didattica.unipd.it/didattica/allegati/regolamento/allegato2/1003489.pdf

